Aldrich—Elementary ESL classroom
Lesson plan: Negative contractions with final consonant cluster “nt”

Students: 8 students, from various language backgrounds

Objectives (students will be able to):
--Construct a contraction with proper placement of the apostrophe.

--Pronounce the “nt” cluster

--Create sentences using the contractions in context.

Background:
--Students learned about contractions in 1st grade, but review is necessary.

--They would have worked with words like “can” and “should” already, so extending to the negative contracted forms is a natural progression.

Motivation/Engagement:
--Students will be engaged through song.

--Students will be engaged to construct contractions when they dress up as doctors and “perform surgery” on two words to make them a contraction.

--Students will be motivated to do well on the spelling test and pronunciation check


Scaffolding

--Prior knowledge of contractions will be applied

--Prior work pronouncing consonant clusters like “sp” and “st” will also be applicable

--Students will work in pairs to construct contractions and put them into meaningful context; then, we will come back as a whole class to discuss

--description/analysis: contraction song, looking at contractions previously learned

--listening: listening fill-in-the-blank activity

--controlled: “contraction surgery” activity, reading of pairs can/can’t, should/shouldn’t

--guided: writing advice to Carly partner activity
--communicative: role play based on guided activity above


Assessment

--spelling test and pronunciation check, as well as the role play

Presentation

--This lesson requires a DocCam, text created by teacher, sharpies, index cards, band aids and scissors

--Steps for the lesson are attached

Negated Contractions: Construction, pronunciation and use

Motivation: 9 to 9:10
--Contraction song 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbBf21ZuJGQ)
--Comprehension check question: How do we make contractions? 


--Students may respond with lines from the song, such as “A contraction has an apostrophe, which takes the place of letters, you see” or “You put two words in and get one word out!”

--Provide the list of contractions they have already worked with as a reminder and an encouragement

Controlled: 9:10 to 9:25

--Contraction surgery: students divide into pairs.  Each pair receives two index cards (with the two words that make up a negated contraction, like “can” and “not”), a scissor, a sharpie, and a band aid.  Teacher shows her contraction “patient” and how she used the band-aid in place of the apostrophe.  Students have work time, and teacher circulates to assist.  Then, the class comes back as a group and shares out what contractions each group has.  This is also an initial practice of the pronunciation.  Class repeats the contraction as each group shares.

--Minimal pair readings: then, students read a list of minimal pairs.

	CAN
	CAN’T

	COULD
	COULDN’T

	ARE
	AREN’T

	SHOULD
	SHOULDN’T

	IS
	ISN’T

	HAVE
	HAVEN’T

	WILL
	WON’T

	WOULD
	WOULDN’T

	DID
	DIDN’T

	DOES
	DOESN’T


Listening: 9:25 to 9:30

--Teacher provides each student with a half-sheet of paper with the listening activity, which is fill-in-the-blank.  The teacher reads the following passage:
Carly can’t believe it, can you? She broke her leg and arm.  She shouldn’t have been so careless around that banana pee.  Now she isn’t too happy, and she won’t be able to go to the party unless she has surgery.  Could you give Carly some advice before her surgery?

Students fill in this passage:

Carly _____________ believe it, ________ you?  She broke her leg and arm. She ______________ have been so careless around that banana peel.  Now she ______________ too happy, and she ____________ be able to go to the party unless she has surgery.  _____________ you give Carly some advice before her surgery?
As a group, the class reads through their answers to make sure that everyone’s are the same.  This activity leads into the next.

Guided: 9:30 to 9:45

--Teacher asks students to look back at the contraction they performed surgery on.  This is the contraction they will use in the next activity.  Each student will right out a prescription or piece of advice for Carly, using their negated contraction and its positive form.  The teacher models using the attached sheet: 
Carly shouldn’t go jump-roping.  Carly should eat her fruits and vegetables.
--Students work in pairs to create their own two unique sentences.  Then, the class comes together as a whole to discuss the sentences.  Pronunciation of “nt” will also be monitored by the teacher.

Communicative: 9:45 to 10

--Students will use the previous activity to act out a scene as Carly gets ready to go to the hospital for surgery.  One student will be Carly and the other will be one of her parents.  Her parent will advise her what she should/shouldn’t do, and Carly will agree or disagree with her mom or dad.  See the example dialogue below.


Carly, you should go put on your shoes.


No, I shouldn’t, because I can only wear one.


OR

Carly, don’t walk so fast, you’ll get tired!


No, I won’t!

Final Assessment: the following day
--Students will be assessed through a spelling test and through a pronunciation check on the ten words in the box on the previous page.



