Discourse Lesson Plan
Elementary ESL classroom

Lesson plan: Perspectives of fairy tales (90 minute lesson)
Students: 10 students, from various language backgrounds

Objectives (students will be able to):

--Utilize the genre of letters to write a response of a fairy tale character.
--Point out characteristics that make a text formal/informal and use those elements in their own writing.

--Negotiate varying perspectives within a story and imagine oneself as a specific character in a fairy tale.

Background:

--Students have read fairy tales like Goldilocks and the Three Bears, The Princess and the Pea, Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk, The Three Little Pigs, etc.  Students have either read these books during read-to-self time or the teacher has read during read-aloud.  As a class we have also discussed fairy tales made into movies, such as Beauty and the Beast, Frozen, Shrek, etc., considering commonalities between such works.
Motivation/Engagement:

--Students will be engaged by the book The Jolly Postman or Other People’s Letters because of its interactive pull-out letters and unique perspectives from familiar fairy tale characters.

--Students will be motivated to create their own “Jolly Postman” class book, combining their own creative letters into a book.

Scaffolding:
--The teacher will provide examples of letters through reading the book The Jolly Postman or Other People’s Letters.
--Students will work in teams to write and address their letters.

--Pairs will exchange their letters with each other for peer reviewing.


Assessment

--Students will be assessed via the letter as a final product.

Presentation

Materials include: The book The Jolly Postman or Other People’s Letters, other fairy tale books, stationery, envelopes, stamps created by the students
--Steps for the lesson are attached.

Lesson Plan

7:45-7:55
Class will begin with a discussion of fairy tales.  Teacher will pose questions like, “What is your favorite fairy tale?” “Why is that your favorite fairy tale?” These questions students will pair and share with a partner.  The next question the teacher will pose will be addressed as a large group: “What do fairy tales have in common?”  Students will answer things like, “Fairy tales have magic.  Fairy tales have characters like elves, giants, fairies, witches, dwarves, animals that can talk, etc.  Fairy tales often start with ‘Once upon a time…’  Fairy tales might have a prince and a princess.  There is often a good character and a bad character.”  Students will use their background knowledge of stories/movies to share these answers.

7:55-8:05
The teacher will then read The Jolly Postman or Other People’s Letters.  Each student will “open” a letter from the book and help the teacher read it out loud to the class.

8:05-8:30

The teacher will introduce the assignment of writing a letter response to one of the letters in the book.  The teacher will outline letters have different registers—informal and formal (see content below).  



We write informal letters to close friends, family members—people we are familiar with!

The letter sounds friendly.

We write formal letters to people we don’t know well or personally.

The letter sounds professional and serious

http://www.slideshare.net/egonzalezlara/letter-complaint
8:30-8:55
Students will be paired off together.  Students will work together to write a response to a fairy tale character’s letter (Letter examples are attached on the next page).  They will consider their perspective and what character they are writing as.  Teacher will circulate to scaffold, making sure that students’ response letters relate to the one they were “sent.”
Letter to Mr. and Mrs. Bear
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Letter to Cinderella
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Letter to Mr. Wolf
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Letter to Goldilocks
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8:55-9:10
Students will exchange their letter drafts with another pair to peer review, making sure that the correct register is being used.  Groups will receive their comments and make necessary changes.  Teacher will circulate to monitor changes peers make to each other’s letters.

9:10-9:15

Students write the address on their envelopes, while the teacher continues to proofread student work on letters.  

9:15-9:30 

Students recopy their letters and place them into the envelopes.  Teacher gathers student work and compiles it into a book to be read the next day.
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Dear Princess,

We at The Piper Press hope soon
tospUbIEIER a1 Tl efiboolce for
younger readers in celebration

of your recent marriage to H.R.H.
Prince Charming. A copy of this
book is enclosed for your approval.

We trust this somewha _mmvened
version of your HTghnessré most
marvelous tale will not displease
you. We also trust that you will
be comfortable in your new home,

and live happily ever after.

Your humble servant
(and loyal subject to be)
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Dear Mr. Wolf,

We are writing to you on behalf of our
client, Miss Riding-Hood, concerning her
grandma. Miss Hood tells us that you

are presently occupying her grandma's
cottage and wearing her grandma's clothes
without this lady's permission.

Please understand that if this harassment
does not cease, we will call in the Official
Woodcutter, and - if necessary - all the
King's horses and all the King's men.

On a separate matter, we must inform you
that Messrs. Three Little Pigs Ltd. are
now firmly resolved to sue for damages.
Your offer of shares in a turnip or
apple-picking business is declined, and
all this huffing and puffing will get
you nowhere.

Yours sincerely,
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